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Capitalism is an economic and political aspect, where the nation’s trading and markets are controlled by private entities to make profits and not the government. The system has been there since the 17th century, where merchants were increasingly being involved in the production of goods and services and wages were provided to the workers. Since then, scholars have developed ideas concerning capitalism where some consider it helpful as consumers get quality goods while others reject as it does not benefit the less competitive and has to be controlled by the laws. The literature compares and contrasts ideas by Marx, Durkheim, Simmel, and Weber concerning the capitalist society and the applications of their perspectives in society.
According to Karl Marx, capitalism is a continuous concept that would stop after some time, and socialism would take over through the conflict theory (Fildiş 1861). In his idea, the concept refers to the relationship between humans rather than humans and property. It is the case because capitalists in the community work to better their lives at the expense of the employees who are given little salaries. The belief means the production owners exploit the workers, thus bringing social class issues. The rich will keep the standards while the poor keep struggling. Unlike Durkheim, Marx says the division of labor led by capitalism and does not bring people together. Instead, competition is created as every person tries to accumulate as much wealth as possible at the expense of the rest. The scholar's ideas are applied in society, in understanding some issues such as poverty. The capitalists have the power to influence different aspects of society, including the distribution of resources. The low-income populations do not recover because resources are grabbed by the wealthy, and they are forced to rely on them to survive. Therefore, Marx's thoughts help understand the causes of poverty, racism, and other social issues that need to be changed. 
Emile Durkheim viewed capitalism based on the functionalism theory. The scholar believed that collectivism was necessary, as the actions taken by a group are successful compared to those taken by individuals. The term organic solidarity was used by the scholar, insisting that social order need to be based on acceptance of the economy state as well as the differences in it. Here, Durkheim insisted that the division of labor was vital in making people perform the best in their trained or experienced areas. Since society is voluminous, the division would help everyone have a piece. Therefore, the scholar is different from Carl Max, who viewed the concept as increasing the gap between the haves and the have not.  
Nevertheless, the two agree that specialization increases where people interact in cities as individuals from various strata come together, and work differentiation increases. Durkheim's perspective is also applicable in society in understanding the need for people to cooperate, so the results of capitalism are attained. As the scholar says, society's needs are more important than those of the individuals, guiding the government to benefit the whole other than a few (Bierstedt 36). For example, while distributing resources and allocating services, all people should be equally offered, so they are empowered to specialize in comfortable areas. In the end, individual lives are improved as well as the economy of the nation.
Max Weber was the other scholar interested in the capitalist concept, which increased with industrialization. Weber agreed with Mark and Durkheim that capitalism had adverse effects on people if some actions were not taken. The scholar insisted on social classes, peoples' status, and power. Weber was similar to Marx in the claim that the community is made of capitalists and workers, but the status was influenced by external factors such as education and religion (Fildiş 1863).  When status and social class aspects are combined, power is evident. However, the scholar was different from Marx as he believed that the three elements formed the society, unlike Marx, who claimed that they led to conflicts. According to Weber, the capitalist society is formed based on rationalization, referring to where logic and efficiency are prioritized compared to morality and customs. Moreover, he added that extremism would occur where the outcomes are not efficient and, instead, harms the economy. For example, rigid practices would be introduced, leading to the production of similar goods and products in every region, meaning the consumers lack the chance to choose what meets their needs.
One of the leading differences between Weber and the rest is that he focused on community divisions other than the separations themselves. The theory of symbolic interactionism insists on individuals and how they interact with the larger society. The scholar insisted that capitalism has led to iron caging, where the people must relate with particular institutions as well as bureaucracy, which separates them from the world (Fildiş 1865). Notably, he gave the example that people prefer buying products from supermarkets other than coming up with family-owned stores. It is because capitalism has made them believe that some actions are meant for specific individuals and not them. Therefore, the scholar dismissed capitalism, claiming it separates people from the globe, making them cling on particular aspects that make some of them suffer. The scholar's ideas are applied in society today in understanding the role of an individual in social performance. For example, one must follow the cultural aspects and values to be accepted because it is through these divisions they develop.  
Finally, Simmel offered insights on capitalism, basing the ideas on the money economy. He was not as popular as the other three but also contributed to the subject based on the idea that capitalism boosted the money economy as the exchange of one thing with the other was increased. He claimed that in primitive aspects, humans eat fruits by picking them from trees or bartering with another thing of the same value; however, capitalism has changed this where the end and the means have been separated (Ratajczak 510). For instance, one gets a product by buying it where the money is involved, requiring many steps to have it. Here, the scholar means one has to be educated or work for someone or choose what to get.  With capitalism, the money theory insists that the means have been given more focus than the ends. It has made money more valuable, pushing people to engage in any activity to access it because it is the sole means to get products. As a result, capitalists have the chance to exploit people to meet their needs and preferences.
Conclusion
Having compared and contrasted ideas by Marx, Durkheim, Simmel, and Weber concerning the capitalist society and the applications of their perspectives in society, it is clear that  Marx, Durkheim, Weber, and Simmel have given tangible ideas concerning capitalism applied in society today. It is through their insights that causes of social problems and solutions are solved. However, they differ, like in the role of division of labor and social classes. According to Durkheim and Weber, capitalism is the foundation of society, while Marx claims it is the source of most of the issues in society today. Contrarily, the scholars disagree concerning the role of specialization in the society where some insist it helps people perform in their areas and leave the rest for others, thus ensuring development. Others like Marx say it divides people, widening the gap between the rich and the poor. Simmel also contributes to claiming that capitalism has increased the value of money, leading a gap between end and means, and people are thus needed to apply some efforts like learning to afford.
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